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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

 
The purpose of this report is to present applications for financial 
assistance which have recently been received allowing Elected 
Members to make a decision on providing funding from the financial 
assistance budget and to provide information on an event for which 
funding was previously awarded. 
 

2. RECOMMENDATION(S) 
 
It is recommended that the Committee:- 
 
i) consider the applications received and agree to award grant 

funding based on the following recommendations:- 
 

 Charity event in aid of Alzheimer Scotland and Friends of 
Anchor – a maximum of £1,500;  

 Courage on the Catwalk 2015 – a maximum of £1,500;  

 Aaron Williams Football Tournament Re-Launch Event – a 
maximum of £1,500; and 

 Aberdeen Student Charities Campaign – total cost of traffic 
management, up to £2,500 inclusive of VAT. 

 
3. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 
The awarding and approval of grants and financial assistance is a 
significant element of council business and as such millions of pounds 
are paid to external organisations each year.  Appropriate and suitable 
means of approval following the principles of ‘Following the Public 
Pound’ require to be maintained in order to ensure Best Value. 
There is a sum of £45,000 included in the 2015/16 Council’s Revenue 
Budget for small financial assistance grants.  
 



If the above recommendations were approved the amount remaining 
would be £38,000.   
 
There are no implications for approved PBB options arising from this 
report. 
 
 

4. OTHER IMPLICATIONS 
 
The award of grants and financial assistance provide benefits to the 
City of Aberdeen and its citizens. 
 

5. BACKGROUND/MAIN ISSUES 
 

5.1 At the meeting of 6 May 2014 the Committee approved a revised set of 
assessment criteria for the awarding of small financial assistance 
grants. 
 
These were as follows: 

 
Small Financial Assistance Grants – Assessment Criteria 

a) Applications must be for a clear and specific purpose and include relevant 
background and financial information. 

b) Applications must not be for a purpose already being funded from another 
Council budget. 

c) Applications which fall within the assessment criteria of another 
established Council funding budget will be referred to that process. 

d) Applications must not be for a purpose which secured funding from this 
budget in the previous 12 months. 

e) Applications will only be considered whilst budget remains available. 

f) The award of funding will be limited to a maximum of £2,500. 

 
Small Financial Assistance Grants – Conditions of Award 

a) Following the committee, the applicant will be informed in writing of the 
committee decision including the amount awarded, the means of payment 
and the purpose for which the award was made. 

b) In exceptional circumstances where an award of funding in excess of 
£2,500 is approved, it will be on the basis that the arrangements in relation 
to the Local Code of Guidance on Funding External Organisations and 
Following the Public Pound will require to be put in place.   

 
5.2 Applications:- 
 
5.2.1 Charity Event – Further information at Appendix A 
 

An application has been received for a contribution towards a charity 
event to be held at the Beach Ballroom on 26 September 2015 in order 
to raise money for Alzheimer Scotland and Friends of Anchor. 
 
It is considered appropriate for this event to be considered under the 
small financial assistance grants assessment criteria. As it meets the 



criteria, it is recommended that a maximum of £1,500 of funding be 
awarded for the Beach Ballroom hire cost. 

 
5.2.2 Courage on the Catwalk 2015 – Further information at Appendix B 
 

An application has been received from Friends of Anchor for a 
contribution towards the cost of hire of the Beach Ballroom for the 
Courage on the Catwalk 2015 event. 
 
An award of £1,000 was approved towards the Beach Ballroom hire 
costs for the 2014 event which was held on 30 March 2014. 

 
It is considered appropriate for this event to be considered under the 
small financial assistance grants assessment criteria. As it meets the 
criteria, it is recommended that a maximum of £1,500 of funding be 
awarded for the Beach Ballroom hire cost. 
 
 

5.2.3 Aaron Williams Football Tournament Re-Launch Event   – Further 
information at Appendix C 

 
An application has been received from the founder and co-organiser of 
the Aaron Williams Football Tournament for financial support towards 
their re-launch event which is to be held at the Beach Ballroom on 29 
May 2015. 
 
It is considered appropriate for this event to be considered under the 
small financial assistance grants assessment criteria. As it meets the 
criteria, it is recommended that a maximum of £1,500 of funding be 
awarded for the Beach Ballroom hire cost. 
 
As the request is also for help towards the cost of the football 
tournament the applicant will be advised that they may meet the 
assessment criteria for a significant events sports grant. 
 

5.2.4 Aberdeen Students Charities Campaign  – Further information at 
Appendix D 

 
On an annual basis the Student Charities Torcher parade has required 
the installation of temporary barriers and traffic management 
arrangements.  A request has been received for a grant to assist with 
this fee for the 2015 event which takes place on 28 March.  The 
estimated cost of this, payable to Aberdeen City Council, is £2,000. 
 
Assistance was given for the traffic management of the 2013 Torcher 
Parade of £2,500. 
 
It is recommended that financial assistance of £2,500 (or the total cost, 
inclusive of VAT, if lower) is approved. 

  



6. IMPACT 
 
The Council will, within financial constraints, seek to support 
individuals, groups and organisations within the City.  All applicants will 
be given equal consideration within the criteria for the award of grants 
and donations from Council budgets. 
 
This report is likely to be of interest to the public as it demonstrates the 
use of public funds. 

 
7. MANAGEMENT OF RISK 
 

There is a risk that funding provided will not be used for the purpose for 
which it was awarded. 
 

8. BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

 None 
 
9. REPORT AUTHOR DETAILS 

Karen Black, Finance Officer 
kblack@aberdeencity.gov.uk 
(52) 3567 

mailto:kblack@aberdeencity.gov.uk


APPENDIX A 
 

(Received by e-mail from Andrea Muirhead  on 18 December 2014) 
 

Hi Sandra 
 
Thank you for your email and reminder. 
 
Apologise for delay in responding, I can advise the following costs for our event:- 
 
Deposit for Beach Ballroom - £500.00 
Dinner Cost - £31.20 per person 
Wine at Table - £1080.00 (sponsored by Global Pipe) 
Entertainment - £3850 plus VAT 
Reception Drinks - £1946.00 
 
We will also be holding a raffle and hope to obtain prizes for local companies to raise 
money for our Charities. 
 
Should you require any additional information please do not hesitate in contacting 
me. 
 
Kind Regards 
Andrea 
 

 

We will be supporting by hosting a Charity Dinner Event at the Beach Ballroom in 

September 2015. 

 



 



APPENDIX B 

 
 

 



APPENDIX C 
 

(Received by e-mail from Kevin Lynch  on 9 February 2015) 

 

Dear Lord Provost, 
  
My name is Kevin Lynch I am a police officer with Police Scotland currently based in 
Northfield Academy. I am also the founder and co-organiser of the Aaron Williams 
Football Tournament here in Aberdeen. 
 
As you may be well aware due to the amount of publicity and our motion in 
Parliament myself and co-organiser Dean Ramsey have re-launched the Aaron 
Williams Football Tournament this year in Partnership with AFC, Police Scotland, 
Northsound Radio and sponsorship with Evolve Training. 
 
I set up the tournament in memory of my friend Aaron Williams who lost his battle 
against melanoma skin cancer aged 25, it was set up originally as a small school 
event which eventually snowballed into the community. 
 
In 2012 I held the very first Aaron Williams Football Tournament, the event lasted 
one week with over 40 teams entered covering all ages. The tournament took place 
on Northfield playing fields and all finals were then held at Sunnybank football pitch, 
followed by a charity evening and auction. The 2012 tournament raised £5000 for 
Cancer Research. 
 
The event received wide praise and won two awards from Grampian Police and 
Northsound Radio 
  
In 2013, the tournament was held over two weeks and seen over 90 teams 
participate. The competition gained its first ever ambassador in Joey Harper and 
kicked off with a Charity guest speaker evening at Pittodrie stadium which was a 
huge success. The competition raised £7000 for Archie Foundation. 
 
Due to work commitments with the Commonwealth games and also helping develop 
and launch a national Police Scotland Youth Volunteers programme, I was unable to 
run a tournament last year.  
 
In Partnership with Northsound Radio, Police Scotland and Aberdeen Football Club, 
The Aaron Williams Football tournament in sponsorship with Evolve Training 
Aberdeen will celebrate its 3rd event next year, 
 
This year we are setting our aims high and we have already booked the Beach 
Ballroom for our launch evening on the 29th May 2015, we also have  a charity 
match between ex Aberdeen Players and fans in the planning stage while also 



introducing a third week to the competition, while keeping everything else from 
previous years in place.  
 
I believe that the tournament is already the biggest in Aberdeen by the sheer 
numbers that take part let alone spectators that come along to watch. However I 
believe that this year we could make the tournament the biggest in Scotland.  
 
This year I am being assisted in organising the event by Dean Ramsey which will 
allow me to have every age group represented from under 6's all the way through to 
adults which will also include a Ladies and Veteran section. 
 
The charities we have decided to help this year are Friends of ANCHOR and Cash 
for Kids, which I am sure you will agree, do a fantastic job for our city. 
 
We would be honoured for yourself +1 to join us for our charity launch night on the 
29th May at the Beach Ballroom as our VIP guest.  We hope to have some of the 
city's most recognisable people at the event to celebrate and enjoy a fantastic 
evening which will hopefully raise a large amount of money for worthy charities.  
 
Having yourself on board supporting what could be the largest event of its type in 
Scotland would be amazing.  It would also really help us put the tournament and 
Aberdeen on the map for such fantastic reasons. 
 
we have been focusing a lot of our efforts on re-launching what is set to be the 
largest event of its type in Scotland we have kept our costs very low and affordable 
for everyone within the city. We also appreciate the difficult times ahead in Aberdeen 
at the moment with the drop in oil prices and the on-going job losses but at the same 
time we aim to bring the local communities and companies together this summer 
through the much loved sport of football. 
 
Not only will the tournament raise money for worthy causes but it will also give 
children and adults in the city something fun and positive to engage with but also 
help keep people fit and also act as a diversionary activity for local youths in the 
area. 
 
Our only ask to you is would the city be in a position to help in anyway support or 
donate any form of financial funding towards our dinner evening   at the Ballroom or 
towards our summer tournament. 
 
I would like to thank you in advance for taking the time to read my email and I look 
forward to your reply 
  



Please have a look at our page 
  
http://www.northsound1.com/charity/community/aaron-williams/ 
 
http://aberdeen.stv.tv/201488/ 
 
Motions, Questions and Answers Search - Parliamentary Business :  Scottish   
Parliament 
 
  
 
Warmest Regards 
 
 
 
 
 
Kevin Lynch - Kevin.Lynch@scotland.pnn.police.uk 
Dean Ramsey - Dean.Ramsey@enovate.com 
 
 

 
 

 

 

http://www.northsound1.com/charity/community/aaron-williams/
http://aberdeen.stv.tv/201488/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-12121&DateTo=1/22/2015%2011:59:59%20PM&SortBy=DateSubmitted&Answers=All&SearchFor=All&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-12121&DateTo=1/22/2015%2011:59:59%20PM&SortBy=DateSubmitted&Answers=All&SearchFor=All&ResultsPerPage=10
mailto:Kevin.Lynch@scotland.pnn.police.uk
mailto:Dean.Ramsey@enovate.com


APPENDIX D 

(Received by e-mail from Jenny Waters  on 6 March 2015) 
 
Dear Sandra, 
 
I hope this finds you well. I am emailing with regards to the upcoming Aberdeen 
Torcher Parade taking place on Saturday 28th March 2015. This is the 126th year of 
the parade and Aberdeen University Students’ Association aims to continue to put on 
a high-quality event for the local community here in Aberdeen. This year we are 
seeking support to aid us in covering the costs of running the parade and in 
delivering this much-loved community event. We are supporting 37 different local 
charities in Aberdeen and the North-East of Scotland and our aim is to raise £90,000 
in 2014/15. 
 
We are finding that the Torcher Parade is becoming more and more expensive to 
hold, and this is ultimately having an effect on the funds raised from our event. Some 
of our costs this year include: 

 British Red Cross First Aid : £260 

 Mackenzie Plant Road Sweeper : £325 

 Radio Communications Hire : £240 

 Aberdeen City Council Traffic Management: £2000 

 EIS Waste Services: £640 
 
Therefore I am emailing to ask if we could be considered for a Small Financial 
Assistance Grant from Aberdeen City Council, or if you would consider giving 
permission to waive our Traffic Management fee? 
 
I have attached our financial accounts for 2013/14 for your reference. If you have any 
further questions or would like more information please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
I am able to schedule a call or to come and meet with you to discuss this opportunity 
further. 
 
Thank you very much for your help and I look forward to hearing from you soon. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Jenny Waters 
President for Charities and Community 
Chair of Elections Committee 2015 
Aberdeen University Students’ Association 
 
Twitter: @AUSACharities 
Mobile: 07879550810 
Website: www.ausa.org.uk 

 
Aberdeen University Students' Association (AUSA) is a registered Scottish Charity, 
No. SC037971. 
The University of Aberdeen is a charity registered in Scotland, No SC013683. 
Tha Oilthigh Obar Dheathain na charthannas clàraichte ann an Alba, Àir. SC013683.  

http://www.ausa.org.uk/


 
 

 
 


